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Shelter Veterinarian
Location: Berkeley Humane, Pinole Clinic (Inside PetSmart)
Type: Full-Time, Exempt
Reports to: Director of Operations
Pay Rate: $148-$163k
Status: Schedule varies, includes evenings, weekends, and holidays


Heal, Lead, and Make an Impact

At Berkeley Humane, we believe every animal deserves compassionate, expert veterinary care that gives them the best chance of a healthy, happy life. As our Shelter Veterinarian, you’ll provide exceptional medical and surgical care for shelter and foster animals, lead our hospital team with expertise and compassion, and ensure compliance with the highest veterinary standards.

This role goes beyond treatment—it’s about advancing shelter medicine, mentoring the next generation of veterinary professionals, and helping pets find loving homes through thoughtful, quality medical care.

What You’ll Do

· Design and implement comprehensive medical case management programs for shelter and foster animals, prioritizing disease prevention, animal comfort, and low-stress handling.
· Perform high-quality, high-volume spay/neuter surgeries and additional procedures (enucleations, amputations, mass removals, entropion repair, etc.) as needed.
· Deliver veterinary care for Berkeley Humane animals, public clinic patients, partner rescues, and staff-owned animals.
· Provide leadership, training, and mentorship to veterinary technicians, assistants, interns, and volunteers.
· Supervise and expand the Pre-Veterinary Intern Program in partnership with UC Berkeley and local RVT schools.
· Monitor the health of the animal population in collaboration with staff and provide treatment plans and medical documentation.
· Ensure hospital operations meet all federal, state, and local requirements; maintain premise and DEA licenses.
· Make timely, humane euthanasia decisions and participate in the Behavioral Euthanasia Committee.
· Manage drug and supply inventory, budgets, and medical facility planning.
· Maintain accurate and confidential medical records and ensure proper use of shelter software systems.
· Support Berkeley Humane’s mission by fostering teamwork, respect, and community trust.

What You Bring

· DVM/VMD from an accredited College of Veterinary Medicine and current California license (or immediate eligibility).
· Ability to obtain and maintain a valid DEA license.
· Shelter medicine experience required.
· Embrace new technologies, video conferencing, and telemedicine where appropriate.
· Experience with high-volume spay/neuter and advanced soft-tissue procedures is strongly preferred.
· Proficiency with in-house diagnostics and current veterinary medical standards.
· Strong leadership and mentoring skills; able to guide staff, students, and volunteers.
· Excellent communication, customer service, and collaboration skills.
· Proficiency with Microsoft Office and veterinary/shelter software (Sheperd, Shelter Buddy, etc.).
· Passion for animal welfare and progressive shelter medicine practices.

You’re a Great Fit If You…

· Thrive in a fast-paced shelter environment and stay calm under pressure.
· Value teamwork, mentorship, and professional growth.
· Can balance medical decision-making with shelter resources and adoption outcomes.
· Are compassionate, ethical, and committed to the well-being of both animals and people.
· Can adapt to changing schedules, including evenings, weekends, and holidays.

Requirements

· Ability to lift and carry up to 50 lbs and remain on your feet for extended periods.
· Comfortable working in environments with loud noise, strong odors, cleaning products, and allergens.
· Willingness to handle sick, injured, or behaviorally challenging animals.
· Ability to work indoors and outdoors in varying weather conditions.

Why Berkeley Humane?

When you join Berkeley Humane, you’re not just practicing veterinary medicine—you’re shaping the future of shelter care. You’ll mentor future veterinary professionals, bring innovative ideas to life, and provide the animals in our care with every chance at a brighter tomorrow.
Here, your work truly changes lives—for pets, for families, and for our community.

To Apply

Please email your resume and cover letter to jobs@berkeleyhumane.org with “Shelter Veterinarian” in the subject line. Applications must be submitted in Word or PDF format to be considered.

We celebrate diversity and are committed to creating an inclusive and supportive workplace for all.

Berkeley Humane is an Equal Opportunity Employer
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